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and my dear friend HARRY REID. From 
the beginning he was stalwart. He led 
with his strength. He said that we can-
not govern in a way where any faction 
says: Unless we get our way, we will 
hurt the American people by closing 
down the government, by letting us de-
fault. He said: We cannot stand for that 
any longer. We have had enough of that 
in Washington, and we are not going to 
bend to that type of awful politics. 

He stood firm. He stood strong. He 
didn’t waiver. Tonight we are passing 
the bill that he sought and we sought 3 
weeks ago. 

I would also like to salute the Repub-
lican leader Senator MCCONNELL. We 
all know he has a difficult political sit-
uation. We all know it would have been 
easier for him to duck. We all know 
that when it became clear the House of 
Representatives was so tied in a knot 
that it couldn’t function, it couldn’t 
pass any bill, Leader MCCONNELL 
stepped up for the good of the Nation 
and showed courage. He deserves our 
thanks as well. 

Finally, I will make one more point. 
If there is a silver lining that can come 
out of this gray cloud, it is that per-
haps, moving forward, the politics of 
brinkmanship, of confrontation has 
reached its peak in this body and in 
this country. 

We have seen that a small faction in 
either House, when it says ‘‘my way or 
no way,’’ when it says ‘‘I am going to 
do such hurt to innocent people that 
you will have to succumb to me’’—we 
saw they failed, hopefully with large 
bipartisan votes, certainly in this 
Chamber and perhaps in the other. And 
we have seen that many on both sides 
of the aisle have come together and 
said: We are not going to go along with 
this type of politics, from wherever it 
comes. 

Perhaps when January 15 and Feb-
ruary 7 come about, we will not see a 
repeat of what we have seen these last 
few weeks because it has been repudi-
ated by the vast majority in this body 
and in the other body and certainly by 
the American people, a very small per-
centage of whom supported the politics 
of brinkmanship—the reckless, irre-
sponsible politics of brinkmanship that 
some have exercised over the last few 
weeks. 

So that would be the silver lining in 
this cloud, that we can go back to the 
old way of legislating where we sit 
down, we talk over our differences, we 
negotiate, and we come to a conclusion 
for the good of America, the way the 
Founding Fathers envisioned it. They 
did not envision what happened here in 
the last 3 weeks, and it was not Amer-
ica’s finest moment. But out of this 
great darkness can come some light— 
the desire on both sides of the aisle, of 
the majority of both parties to say: 
Enough brinkmanship. Let’s sit down, 
let’s negotiate, and let’s move forward 
so this great country will be led by its 
government instead of pulled down by 
its government. That is my fervent 
wish. 

After these last 3 weeks we are end-
ing where we started, unfortunately, 
and people have been hurt as that hap-
pened. But perhaps the lessons of the 
last 3 weeks will sink in amongst us all 
and we will not see a repeat of what 
has happened. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Maine. 
Ms. COLLINS. I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT— 
H. CON. RES. 25 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased we have reached an agreement 
that will reopen the government and 
allow us to pay our bills and provide a 
path forward now for bipartisan budget 
negotiations. As part of this bipartisan 
deal, I will once again tonight ask 
unanimous consent to begin a bipar-
tisan budget conference. 

The budgets that passed the Senate 
and the House 6 months ago are very 
different. Nobody thinks it is going to 
be easy to get to a deal. But I know I 
would not have fought so hard for so 
long to begin bipartisan negotiations if 
I did not think we could find some 
common ground and work something 
out. 

I do not think there is anyone in 
Congress who wants to put the country 
through the last few weeks again, and 
I am hopeful we can now work together 
in a budget conference to end these 
constant crises and work now toward a 
balanced and bipartisan deal that the 
American people expect and deserve. 

So I tonight ask unanimous consent 
that if the Senate passes H.R. 2775, as 
amended, the Senate then proceed to 
the consideration of Calendar No. 33, H. 
Con. Res. 25; that the amendment at 
the desk, which is the text of S. Con. 
Res. 8, the budget resolution agreed to 
by the Senate, be agreed to and the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table; that H. 
Con. Res. 25, as amended, be agreed to, 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table; that the 
motion for the Senate to insist on its 
amendment be agreed to; that the Sen-
ate request a conference with the 
House on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses and authorize the Chair to 
appoint conferees on the part of the 
Senate, with a ratio of 12 Democrats 
and 10 Republicans; that the conferees 
be instructed to report back a con-
ference report by December 13, 2013; 
that if the Senate receives from the 
House a request to go to conference on 
S. Con. Res. 8, the agreement be modi-
fied so that the Senate agree to the re-
quest to go to conference on S. Con. 
Res. 8, with the remaining provisions 

related to the conference remaining in 
effect; further, that it not be in order 
for the Senate to consider a conference 
report with respect to H. Con. Res. 25 
or S. Con. Res. 8 if it includes reconcili-
ation instructions to raise the debt 
limit; and that all of the above occur 
with no intervening action or debate; 
finally, that H. Con. Res. 25, as amend-
ed, and agreed to, be held at the desk 
until a message is received from the 
House relative to H.R. 2775, and if the 
House fails to concur in the Senate 
amendment to H.R. 2775, this agree-
ment be vitiated. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Thank you, Mr. 

President. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—H.R. 2775 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of Calendar No. 
193, H.R. 2775; that the substitute 
amendment which is at the desk be 
agreed to; that a cloture motion on the 
bill, as amended, which is at the desk 
then be read; that the mandatory 
quorum required under rule XXII be 
waived; that no other amendments, 
points of order or motions be in order 
to the bill; that the Senate then pro-
ceed to vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the bill, as amended; that if 
cloture is invoked, all postcloture time 
be yielded back, and the bill, as amend-
ed, be read a third time and the Senate 
proceed to vote on passage of the bill, 
as amended; that if the bill, as amend-
ed, is passed, a title amendment which 
is at the desk be agreed to; finally, 
that if cloture is not invoked, the ac-
tion above with respect to the amend-
ment to the bill be vitiated and the bill 
be returned to the calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NO SUBSIDIES WITHOUT 
VERIFICATION ACT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to the consideration of H.R. 2775, 
which the clerk will report by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 2775) to condition the provision 

of premium and cost-sharing subsidies under 
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act upon a certification that a program to 
verify household income and other qualifica-
tions for such subsidies is operational, and 
for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, Amendment No. 
2004 is agreed to. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the cloture motion 
having been presented under rule XXII, 
the Chair directs the clerk to read the 
motion. 
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